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(@ KERR, DAVIDSON, PATERSON & MO FARLAND, TELEPHONE MAIN 608. 


Vas 


BARRISTERS, SO!'SITORS &c. a ee CABLE ADDRESS KERDASON Toronto. 
Re naive: amin 23 ADELAIDE S14. EAST.(COR.VICTORIA ST.) 
JOHN.A.PATERSON ,K.C. G.F.M¢SFARLAND, LL.B. 
On a. 
_pyrarl November 20th AH 
ne 
James Brebner, Esq.) MeAsy Pe 


Registrar, University of Toronto, 

Toronto. 

My Dear Mr. Brebner:- 

I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 15th instant, 
enclosing to me, as directed by the President, a copy of a letter 
recently received from the Assistant Secretary of the Royal 
Commissioners for the Exhibition of 1851 with reference to No. 7 of 
the regulations regarding the Science and Research Scholarships. 

This letter forms a useful addition to the opinions and 
documents upon this much discussed problem which have been accumulat- 
ing since last May. It is a marvellous thing to me that the 
opinions and recommendations of the Royal Commissioners appear to 
possess so little consistency, at least to men like myself, of only 
ordinary intelligence and finite mind. It would be a great help to 
the peacefulness of this academic discussion if the Commissioners 
would remain of the same opinion for more than a few weeks at a time. 
The language of Shakespeare, Newton, Addison and Lord Mansfield sure- 
ly ought to be able to clearly express an ordinary idea so that a 
wayfaring man, even though a fool, might not be mislead. But it 
seems not. There must be some truth in that Ne er satire that 
"language is meant not to express thought, but to conceal thought". 

You will remember that last spring the meaning of this much 
discussed seventh regulation was referred by the Senate to a Committee 


of five, and it, by a majority of four to one, was of opinion that 


the term "Student" in the seventh regulation was to be read as 
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"meaning Undergraduate Student, and that to be eligible the candidate 
"must have been an Undergraduate Student of the institution by which 
"he is nominated either for the last full year prior to his nomination 
"or for a full year ending within twelve months prior to the time of 
"his nomination, and in the latter case must also, since ceasing to be 
"an Undergraduate Student, have been engaged solely in scientific 
"study. It plainly follows that in the latter case the time which is 
"to elapse between the candidate ceasing to be an Undergraduate 
paeeaes and his nomination must be toc not more 
"than twelve months", which meant that a ’eandidate of more than one 
year's standing was ineligible, and Mr. Dawes, who graduated in 1904, 
was declared ineligible for the competition in 1906. 

Thereafter, in answer to a letter addressed to the Royal 
Commissioners by ex-President Loudon, with reference to the seventh 
regulation, the Royal Commissioners, on the 18th of May, 1906, stated 
that "a Graduate Student who graduated in June, 1904, will not be 
eligible, being a Graduate of more than one year's standing". That 
is for the competition of 1906,— and this they said in the face of 
the fact that in about 50 cases out of 138 reported, the Commission- 
ers had accepted Graduates of more than one year's standing,— and 
upon that Mr. Dawes was disqualified. 

Then followed certain regulations prepared by the Committee 
of five, which were believed at that time to reflect the meaning of 
the Royal Commissioners as far as they could be understood, and these 


regulations, inter alia, stated that "a Graduate of more than one 
| 


year's standing is not eligible". 
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Now the next thing we have is this letter dated the lst of 
November, 1906, a copy of which you have sent me, and there I find it 
stated - "The candidate shall be eligible for a Scholarship 
"provided (1) that he has spent the last full academic year immediate— 
"ly prior to the time of nomination as a Student in any Faculty or 
"Scientific Department of that institution by which he is nominated,or 
"(2) that he has been a Student of such institution for a full 
"academic year ending within twelve months prior to the time of 
"nomination, and since ceasing to be a Student of that institution has 
"been engaged solely in scientific study. The word ak in the 
"preceding statement must be understood as Saaenn Jae hS aw Under- 

——— 


"graduate or Post-Graduate work". 


In other words, a "Student" may be an Undergraduate or a 
Graduate. If he is a Graduate, then a Graduate of two years' stand= 
ing would be clearly within this their last pts of this 
regulation, provided that that Graduate had ‘event the last full 
academic year immediately prior to the time of nomination as a 
Student Graduate in any Faculty or Scientific Department of that 

'Cragse, (2 2) beer 

institution by which he is nominated. , By that explanation, Mr.Dawes 
was eligible. I understand, of course, that this is not a new 
regulation, but an explanation of their standing printed regulation 
No. 7. Mr. Dawes was engaged in research work, and WH as a 
Laboratory Assistant. 


If the Commissioners intended to exclude a Graduate of more 


than one year's standing, it would have been so easy in their last 
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bulletin to have stated it concretely, but you will notice that 
they did not. 

I do not think it is possible for anyone to lay down some 
consistent line of interpretation, having all the documents issued by 
ed tes Commissioners before them. These emanations out-rivaliwe& 
in opeveity the far-famed Delphic oracle, which was such a conven- 
ience to Priests of that memorable fane. 

I am not so concerned with this discussion as a mere piece 
of dialectics; it is the practical issue that I am looking at. If 
other institutions send their Graduates of two or three years! stand- 
ing, within the meaning of this regulation,-— and they have done it in 
the past,- and we in Toronto are limited to men of one year's stand- 
ing, we will be out-distanced in the struggle for supremacy. We can- 
not do ourselves justice, and as our University has now under the 
present Government and its Board of Governors taken upon itself 
larger powers and opportunities for doing greater work, why should 
we, under the interpretation as was understood last May, be prevented 
from sending to England the best men we have? That, to my mind, is 
a serious question. I would suggest that the Commissioners be asked 
why it was that they sent us that memorandum of the lst of November, 
and to point out to them the apparent inconsistency, and to remind 
them that they have very frequently in the past accepted Graduates jf Heda. 
om one year's standing for this Scholarship. Is it possible that 


the reason of their sending to our University this explanation was 


that they repented of the answers they gave to President Loudon last 
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May? If they meant that, why did they not explicitly say sot 

As the President directed you to send me a copy of this 
last interpretation, I write this so that the President may make any 
use of it that he thinks best. 


Yours very truly, 


Dh a Sali 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
JAMES BREBNER, 


2 oe 
U UNIVERSITY OF ronont@) 


13th April, 1907. 


The President. 


University of Toronto. 
Dear Sir:- 


I send you herewith copies of various 


| 


documents dealing with the 1851 Scholarship: 

(1) The report submitted by the Senate's Committee 
with reference to the petition from Mr. Clark; 

(2) The statement from the President submitted in 
the first place to the University Council and subse- 
quentiy submitted to the Senate; 


(3) The latest commnication from the Commissioners. 


Yours very truly, 


Registrar. 


BA V Lot ohh 12 a) freet 


ist November, 1906 


The: Royal,;Commissioners. for, the Exhibition .of 1851 have 


carefully considered the interpretation of the General Regula- 
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nominated, or (2).that he has ‘been a student. .of such institution 


for a full academic year ending within twelve months prior to the 
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time of nomination and since ceasing to be a student o hs 

institution has been engared soleiy in scientific study. 
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54 Victoria Street, Westminster, 
London.:S.W. 
18th May, 1906. 

Sir F 

With further reference to your letter of the 4th instant, 
the questions in which have been answered. by my telegram of 
17th instant. I am now diredted to explain more fully in the 
order civen to your cuestions: 

That 
Wo. 1, An undergraduate stuéent. who will pass his examination 
for B.A. or B.&. Sce.in May and receive his degree on June 8th 
1906 will be eligible for nomination this year; but th 
Commissioners would make the appointment conditional upon his 
, degree. 
No. 2. A #eraduate student who graduated in June 1905 will ‘be 
éligiple:. 
Wo. 3. A graduate student who graduated in June 1904 will not 
be eligible, being rraduate of more than one year's standing. 
No. 4. A graduate student who gracuated in June 1903 will not 
be eligible for the same reason as given to No, 3. 
No. 5. A graduate student who is also a laboratory assistant 
will ‘be elicible in so far as he is a graduate of not more 


5 * Wy a? "3A ‘ yen rye 

than one years standing 
N 6 A candidate is elirible who has devoted himself a ine 
No. 1 C2 date is elig: ¢ 
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of 


in ease..of doubt or difficulty arising, 


au titut¢tions invited to recommend candidates. 
It is necessary to bear 11 ind that the object of these 

scholarships is to secure the best talent, and assist, by 

the suitable equipment of promising scholars, the furtherance 

On, > mi +] + TPic work e And. it, ts ALSO nec essary LO rememnbe r that 

the responsibility of selection lies with the authorities 


The President, 


< by 


fo the Senate of the University of Toronto: 


The Committee anpointed te consider and report as to 
the action to be taken upon the petition of Robert H.Clark 
and other graduates and undergraduates of the University 
complaining of the nomination made for the year 1906 by the 
University Council for the 1851 Exhibition Scholarship. beg 
leave to report as follows; 

Your Committee requested the attendance at their 
mesting of a representative or representatives of the Uni~ 
versity Council, They were informed that the Council had 
decided not to send a representative but it placed all its 
records at your Committee's disposal, 

Your Committee are unable to arree in the conelusion 
of the University Council that Mr. Dawes is under the terms 
of the general regulations of the Commissioners respecting 
the 1851 Exhibition Scholarship eligible for nomination 
in the year 1906, 

They are also unable to agree with the view that 
under the regulations an undergraduate student in science 
who has completed his course of study lending to his degree 
mt has not yet obtained it is not eligible for nomination. 

Your Committee agree with the Council in thinking 
that the rerulations are somewhat difficult of intervreta= 
tion, tut after full consideration have reached the con 
clusion that their scope and meaning are reasonably clear. 

It may be premised that it is not open to question 
that the students referred to in the regulations are 
students of Science in a University or College and those only. 

Having regard to the conditions existing in England 
when the regulations were framed. the motive for founding 


the Scholarships and the language of the regulations 


@ 
your domiitee are of opinion that the terms "student" 

and "students" do not include those taking post-graduate 
courses or pursuing poat<-rraduate studies, 

It is to be observed that no where in the regulations 
is it stated that the candidate mist at the time of his 
nomination actually have obtained a depree. He mist have 
been for three years a bona fide student of seience in a 
University or Colleges in which special attention is given 
to selentifie study (remiulation 3). The pmirpose of the 
Scholarship is by rerulntion’declared to be to enable stu- 
dents who have passed through a college currioculum and have 
given distinct evidence of capacity for original research 
to contime the prosecution of selence with the view of 
aiding its advance or its application to the industries 
of the country. 

Reeulation 7 provides that: 

"The candidate mst have been for the last full year 

Afes rn gt lupin by Wheel 
prior to the time of his nomination a student of, euch—insti~ 
te ee nenweled. tr oniule Backer Wel Gseecl, Ses 

_tution for a full year ending within twelve months 3} Prior 
to the time of nomihation and since ceasing to be such 
student have been engaged solely in acientific study. 

Reading this resulnation in the light of the other 
remilations to which reference has been made, your Committee 
are of opinion that the term "student" is to be read as 
meaning undergraduate student and that to be eligible the 
candidate mist have been an undergraduate student of the 
institution by which he is nominated either for the last 
full year prior to his nomination of for a full year ending 
within twelve’months prior to the time of his nomination 
and in the latter case mist also sines ceasing to be an 
undergraduate student have been engaged solely in scien- 
tific study. It plainly follows that in the latter case 
the témwea which is to elapse between the candidates ceasing 


to be an undergraduate student and his nomination must be 


- 


something less, certainly not more, than twelve months. 


q — 


Accepting this as the proper test of eligibility 
Mr. Dawes was not and the candidates Bowman, Daly and 
Marshall were eligible, 

The Cormissioners have expressed the opinion that a 
eandidate if otherwise eligible is not disqualified because 
during the year in which he is required to be engaged solely 
in scientific study he has cecuplied the position of demor- 
strator,. 

Your dommittee while not dissenting from that view 
are of opinion that 1t ls not desirable that a member of 
the teaching staff of the University, by which the nomina= 
tion is Made , should compete with undergraduate candidates 

“eho do not occupy such positions, 

Your Committee are of opinion that in fairness to 
those desiring to become candidates for the scholarship 
it is highiy desirable that an authoritative declaration 
should be made of what are the qualifications necessary 
to entitle to nomination and would strongly recommend that 
before the next competition takes place a clear definition 
should be made of what those qualifications are and that 
if’ thought desirable comminication should be had with the 
Commissioners, in order to obtain their consent to the 
definition which is proposed to be given, 

As to the nomination for 1906, your Committee recom 
mend that the University Council be informed of the con 
clusion which has been reached and be requested to recon= 
sider their nomination. 

That the right of making the nomination is vested 
in the Senate as the academic governing body of the Univer- 
sity does not appear to your Committee to be open to doubt. 


fhe Council which has acted in the past, not being 


the governing body of the University, has acted only as 


~) = ea 
the delegate of the Senate, wktzk with which rests the 
ultimate responsibility for the nomination on which is made 
and which has in the opinion of your Committee the undoubted 
right to intervene and to prevent any nomination of which 
it does not approve from being sent forward as the nomina- 
tion of the governing body of the University. as well as to 
put an end to the delerated authority by virtue of which 
the Counell acts in the matter. 

Your Committee have dealt with the muection as cne 
of construction of the rerulations, and they do not in 
any manner cuestion or impuen the jucement of the Council 


with regard to the scholastic qualifications of the various 
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Private. London, S.W.> 


4th January, 1915. 


THE PRESIDENT, 
The University, 
Toronto. 


Dear Sir, 
I am much obliged to you for your letter of lst 


December which I have only just received on my return to 


doties. 


In order to explain more fully the paragraph you 
refer to in my last letter to the Registrar, I enclose for 
your own information copy of correspondence I had with Sir 
Jed. Thomson, I think you will realise from this 
correspondence that the Commissioners were justified in 
their letter of 7th November in calling your attention to 
the suggestion that the candidate's proposal for future 


work may have been incorrectly described. 


T an, 


Yours faithfully, 


secretary. 


Enclos. 


COPY » 
Holmleigh, 


West Road, 


THE SECRETARY, 
The Royal Commission for the Exhibition of LSb6., 
54, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 


Dear sir, 

I have just received a letter from Professor 
MeClennan of Toronto University about Mr. McLeod who was 
nominated by Toronto University for an 1851 Scholarship 
but whose nomination was not favourably considered by the 
Commissioners. Mr. McLeod is, I believe, an exceptionally 
able student, but from what McClennan Bays in his letter 
I think it is possible that he has not made his intentions 
at all clear in his application. I have not seen this, 
but I should think from what the Professor says it is 
possible that he may have given the impression that he 
was going to devote the time he held the Scholarship to 
the study of Mathematics and not to research in Physics. 
I gather that this was not the case, that his intention was 
to take up Physics during the tenure of his Scholarship 
and that his Mathematical Studies were for the purpose of 
making him better prepared for his Physical work. 
At any rate, I feel convinced from McClennan's letter that 


he would be prepared to begin Physics at once. 


Perhaps I am quite wrong in attributing his 


rejection to the cause I have stated, if so will you exgcuse 


me, I thought it would be a pity if an exceptionally 


godd man lost his opportunity through a misunderstanding. 


Yours very truly, 


(sed) J.J. THOMSON. 


Cavendish Laboratory, 
Cambridge, 


OUstober Sth; 1914. 


THE SHKCRETARY, 
The Royal Commission for the Exhibition of en. 
o4, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W. 


Dear Sir, 


t thank you foryour letter and am sorry to 
have given you so much trouble. The application of 


Mr. McLeod was very stupidly worded and I think quite 
explains the action of the Commissioners. I understand 
however, that in spite of the clumsiness he has shown 


on this occasion, he is a very good man as Bar as Physics 


is concerned. 


Yours very sincerely, 


(sgd) J.J. THOMSON. 


COPY. 


54, Victoria Street, 
POnagonGs a. Wey 


Srd October, 1914. 


SIR J.J. THOMSON, 
Holmleigh, 
West Road, 
Cambridge. 


Dear Sir, 

I am obliged to you for your letter of lst inst. 
with regard to the case of this years Candidate for a Science 
Research Scholarship from the University of Toronto. 

As the matter is under the consideration of my Committee, 

f am unable to give you an authoritative answer to your 
question, but as far as I remember, and after looking up the 
Papers again, the reason why a Bursary was offered to 

lir. McLeod was because he proposed, in the words of the 
official nomination, "to devote himself to the study of 


Higher Mathematics preparatory to Research in Physics". 


It was, I assume, the irtention of my Committee to 
allow the Candidate to continue his mathematical studies for 
a year at the University of Toronto, at the end of which time 
they would, subject to the usual conditions, offer hima 
Scholarship which would enable him to engasce in Physical 


Research at Harvard University. 


As I am writing this quite privately, I should 
like to add that my Committee in considering nominations 
can only examine the information put before them. tots 


not the first time that we have disappointed a nominating 


body, but as you will readily understand the Committee 


which gives its most serious attention to its 
duties, is not likely to commit a grave error of 
judgment except through the withholding of proper 
information by the nominating authority, and for this 


my Committee cannot be held responsible. 


I am, 


Yours. truly, 


(sed) EVELYN SHAW 


secretary. 


tvelyn Shaw, fsa.', 
Secretary, Fxbibition 1651 2 
54 Victoria Street, 
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